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Unlike other WI campaigns, the WI’s climate change campaign is made up of a range of key environmental resolutions. 
From the WI’s record of over 50 environmental resolutions, dating back from the 1920s, the NFWI Public Affairs team has compiled a selection of the WI’s most applicable environmental resolutions to present-day environmental and political contexts. 
Whilst the NFWI Public Affairs team does not have capacity to campaign on all of these issues on a national level, you are welcome to use these resolutions as a basis for environmental campaigns in your communities. 
The full list of WI campaign mandates can be found here
Avoid food waste, address food poverty
‘The WI calls on all supermarkets to sign up to a voluntary agreement to avoid food waste, thereby passing surplus food on to charities thus helping to address the issue of increasing food poverty in the UK.’ 
Snailbeach WI, Shropshire Federation 							June 2016 
Environmental pollution  
‘In view of the ever increasing danger from pollution of man’s whole environment, the members of the NFWI undertake to do all they can to prevent further damage in their own neighbourhood and this meeting urges Her Majesty’s Government to take immediate preventative and remedial action.’ 
West Suffolk Federation Executive Committee 					              June 1970 
Oil 
‘That in view of the urgent necessity for national and international action for the clearing of our seas from oil pollution (waste oil thrown over from ships) Women’s Institutes all over the country are asked to consider the matter serious and to urge the Government to take the necessary steps without delay for stopping the further pollution of our seas and coastal shores, and thus removing the terrible menace to the life both of our sea birds and fish.’ 
Isle of Wight Federation 								June 1927 
Water 
Pollution of rivers and streams 
‘That this meeting deplores the large-scale pollution of rivers and streams in rural areas caused by trade effluents, more particularly from concerns dealing with the manufacture of milk products, by which many hitherto pure streams have been turned into open sewers, in which no creature can live and which are rendered unfit for any domestic purpose or for cattle to drink. The meeting calls upon the Government to take steps to remind Local Authorities of their statutory duties and to initiate new legislation on the subject.’ 
Shropshire Federation 									May 1936 
Bio-degradable plastics 
‘In view of the increasing danger to livestock and other animals and the spoiling of beaches and countryside caused by non-perishable containers, this meeting urges the Government to assist and hasten research into the production of disintegrating plastic packaging materials.’ 
Leigh WI, Surrey Federation 								June 1971 
Over-exploitation of marine life 
‘This meeting views with deep concern the dangers to marine life from over-exploitation and pollution, and urges that the effect of these should be more closely monitored and controlled internationally.’ 
Brixham WI, Devon Federation 								June 1978 

Water pollution 
‘The WI urges Her Majesty’s Government and other bodies responsible for water quality to reduce water pollution.’ 
NFWI Executive Committee 								June 1988 
End Plastic Soup
‘Microplastic fibres are shed from synthetic clothing with every wash and are the main contributors to microplastic contamination of the oceans. The NFWI calls on Government and industry to research and develop innovative solutions to this problem in order to stop the accumulation of microplastic fibres in our oceans.’ 
Ashley Green WI, Buckinghamshire Federation 						June 2017 
Care of our environment 
‘This meeting calls on WI members to take further action to reduce waste and conserve resources in their own homes and communities; to lobby manufacturers, retailers and decision makers to reduce waste in the production, packaging and transportation of public and consumer goods.’ 
NFWI Board of Trustees 									June 2005 
Deforestation 
‘This meeting views with deep concern the deforestation of the surface of the earth and its disastrous consequences. It urges individuals and organisations to do all in their power to impress upon the Government the need to halt extensive damage being done to the ecological balance of our planet.’
Genau’r Glyn WI, Dyfed Ceredigion Federation 						June 1989 
‘That the WI Movement exert its influence to conserve our countryside to the best advantage of the whole community’ 
Mount Rayleigh WI, Essex Federation 							June 1969 
Wild Flowers 
‘That the rapid widespread destruction of wild flowers throughout England should be thoroughly discussed by the Women’s Institute with a view to taking such steps as may appear most effective to prevent such destruction. That the NFWI Executive Committee be instructed to support, when considered advisable, the Wild Plant Conservation Board in representations the Board may mke to the Government on the subject, and that the co-operation of the Townswomen’s Guild be invited.’ 
Colesbourne WI, Gloucestershire Federation						June 1937 
SOS for Honeybees 
‘Honeybees play a vital role in the pollination of food crops and in our environment. In view of concerns about the accelerating decline in the UK honey bee population, this meeting urges HM Government to increase funding for research into Bee Health.’ 
Hindon & Fonthill Bishop WI, Wiltshire Federation 					June 2009 
Public footpaths 
‘That this meeting… urges that the footpaths around the coast formerly patrolled by coastguards should be preserved for public use and enjoyment. (part of a resolution on the conservation of the countryside) 
Whitecross WI, Cornwall Federation 						              June 1937
‘In view of the increased consumption of water for domestic, industrial and agricultural use, this meeting urges the Government to ensure the protection and preservation of this country’s rivers, streams and ponds and to limit abstraction of water from underground sources; further to promote long-term planning and co-operation between regions.’
Blewbury WI, Oxfordshire Federation 							June 1993 
‘In view of an increasing public interest in water-based recreational pursuits and to encourage further commercial use this meeting urges Her Majesty’s Government to provide more money for the restoration and maintenance of our inland waterways.’ 
Aldenham WI, Hertfordshire Federation 							June 1972 
Sewage pollution of waterways 
‘That this meeting urges the appropriate Ministries to take immediate practical action to improve all inadequate sewerage systems with a view to preventing the pollution of our watercourses and seashores.’ 
Southerndown WI, Glamorgan Federation 						June 1958 
Alternative sources of energy 
This meeting urges HM Government to give greater priority to research into alternative sources of energy such as solar heating, the use of wind generators and wave-power, thus making more use of the natural resources as recommended in the sixth report of the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution. 
Harracott WI, Devon Federation 							June 1977 
Renewable energy
This meeting urges all levels of government to put in place legislation and policy requiring the use of renewable energy technologies in all new buildings, re-building and renovation. 
											June 2006 
Litter 
That this meeting requests the NFWI Executive Committee to inaugurate a campaign to preserve the countryside against desecration by litter of all kinds and urges every member of the Women’s Institutes to make it a personal matter to mitigate this evil. Further, that anti-litter by-laws be more strictly enforced. 
Northumberland Federation Executive Committee 					June 1954 

